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Welcome to our second semi-regular e-newsletter. We have some
exciting news from the legislature, some good news and some po-
tentially disturbing news from the Liquor Control Board, and an an-
nouncement of our Bltfirstsomesmaaewlhbater s
for our next meeting.
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Members Meeting Changed to June 10

Our membersd meeting in Seattle has been moved
in Pike Place Market, 1924 Post Alley. The change of date is to accommodate members from

the East side who will be attending the first hearing in Olympia of the Legislative Committee dis-
cussed in the next item, and would like to conserve gas and time. The new date will also permit

our volunteer political consultant, Cathy Allen of the Connections Group, to attend and discuss

the opportunities available in the current political landscape.

Some Big News from the Legislature

During the last legislative session, the Leg- participate with the new joint legislative commit-
islature passed Resolution 8407 appointing  tee. The committee will consist of four Senators
a panel of senators and representatives to ~ and four Representatives (with members from
review and recommend major overhaul of each party). The goal of the committee is to pre-
Washington beer and wine law. We are pare comprehensive wine and beer law reform
pleased to announce that Family Wineries legislation that will be presented to the legislature
of Washington State has been invited to
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Some Big News from the Legislature

for enactment in the 2009 session.
The committee is the brainchild of
Senator Jeanne Kohl-Welles, a
long time advocate of Washington
wine. We have already met with
Senator Kohl-Welles and she is
pleased to have our support.

The rather inelegantly named

AfSECOND ENGROSSETL

TUTE SENATE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTI ON 84070
amazing document. The Legisla-
ture agreed that:

AiMany of the
manufacture, distribution, and sale
of beer and wine have either not
been substantially amended or
been amended in a disjointed
piecemeal manner

AThe | egislature
less hours dealing with bills that
create many small exemptions
from provisions governing beer
and wine sales. 0

This ASwi ss
resulted because Washington wine
law was originally developed after
prohibition when Washington did
not have a vibrant wine industry.
Because alcohol was still viewed
as evil in the 1930s, the laws were
strictly interpreted through the doc-
trine that all activities related to
alcohol are prohibited unless spe-
cifically permitted. As the wine in-
dustry developed, exceptions had
to be inserted in the law to permit
such basic activities as having a
tasting room or serving food at a
winery (to nhame but a few).

We have been working with a law
professor who has suggested that,
rather than continuing to add holes
to the Swiss cheese, Washington
wine law should be fundamentally
changed by providing that other-

wise legal commercial activity that is
not expressly prohibited is permitted.
Under this approach, all the restric-
tions related to tax collection and pub-
lic safety issues such as underage
drinking, over serving, DUI, alcohol
impact zones, etc. would remain in the
law, but normal commercial activities
would not be illegal unless specifically
declared illegal. In this way we could
conduct commerce in wine under the
normal trade regulations governing
other businesses. If you agree, we can
help the legislature head in this direc-

| a wstion.

The formation of the legislative com-

mittee is excellent news for small fam-

ily wineries! We have a real opportu-

nity, possibly our one chance, to fun-
damentally fix Washing
guated wine laws next year. But the

legislature will not accomplish compre-

hensive wine reform unless small win-

eries stand up and be heard.

As a first step in the process, please

¢ h e e shelp us by filling out the membership

poll discussed later. Please also let us
know if you would be interested in tes-
tifying before the committee.




