
This is the first of what will be semi-regular newsletters to keep you informed about 

what the Board is doing on your behalf to forward our goal of modernizing Washing-

tonõs wine laws.  If you would like to be more actively involved in any of the activities 

described below, please let us know by return e-mail.  

First Newsletter 

Legislative Agenda 

We have been working on 
developing our legislative 
strategy for the 2009 
Washington State legisla-
tive session.  We hope to 
have an action plan in 
place by August that will 
guide our approach with 
the legislature, the gover-
norõs office, the Liquor 
Board and other stake-
holders.  In the meantime, 
if you happen to meet with 
your local legislators, mem-
bers of the press, or other 
opinion leaders, please let 

them know that you think 
Washingtonõs wine laws 
need to be modernized 
and tell them to expect a 
detailed proposal from us 
in the fall. 
 

The substance of our pro-

posal for wine law mod-

ernization will depend on 

you.  Consistent with our 

founding principles, the 

proposal will involve help-

ing the Liquor Board focus 

on its core mission of pro-

tecting public safety and 

collecting taxes instead of 

regulating the otherwise 

legal private economic 

activities of family winer-

ies.  We will be sending 

out a survey in the coming 

weeks asking you to iden-

tify and prioritize the most 

important wine law reforms 

for us to pursue to help you 

continue to successfully con-

duct business in Washing-

ton state in an increasingly 

competitive economy.  

Special points of interest: 

 
¶ SEND IN YOUR DUES 

¶ PROVIDE US WITH INPUT 

¶ JOIN THE BOARD 

¶ ATTEND THE MEETING 
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Family Wineries of Washington State 

First, a reminder that a few of you have not yet sent in your dues.  Please send your 

check for $10 to $500 (your choice as to the amount) to: 

Family Wineries of Washington State 

699 Lost River Road 

Mazama WA 98833 

We know itõs not much, and we donõt need much, but we would like you all to be 

òofficial dues paying members.ó 

Dues 



Our proposal to the legislature last ses-

sion to ease the tax reporting burden 

on small wineries ultimately was not suc-

cessful.  However, we developed some 

good contacts in the legislature and 

believe we could be successful with a 

revised proposal next year.  While tax 

reporting reform is not as high a priority as 

the fundamental reforms that are necessary to 

modernize Washingtonõs wine laws, it is some-

thing we could include in our comprehensive 

proposal next year if members remain inter-

ested in the concept.  

Report from 2008 Legislative Session 
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A FULL 

MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING TO 

DISCUSS ALL 

OPEN TOPICS 

WILL BE 

SCHEDULED FOR 

JUNE. PLEASE LET 

US KNOW IF 

YOU CAN OR 

CANNOT 

ATTEND. 

We would like to schedule a full membership meeting to discuss the pros and cons of all 

topics in early June.  Since our last meeting was in the Tri-Cities, we propose a full group 

meeting on Tuesday night, June 3 in Seattle at the Tasting Room in Pike Place Market 

(1924 Post Alley) starting at 7:00 p.m.  Please let us know if you can or cannot attend.  

Membership Meeting in Seattle in June 

Family Wineries has been offered the 

opportunity to sponsor the Washington 

Health Foundationõs annual dinner and 

auction on November 15.  Many of you 

participated in this event last year and 

know that it is a classy affair attended 

by many influential wine lovers.  The 

WHF are the folks who produced the 

òItõs Good to Wine a Littleó brochure 

touting the health benefits of consuming 

Washington wine in moderation.  If enough of 

us agree to participate we would be the only 

wineries pouring samples at the event and 

selling wine to the attendees.   Please let us 

know you would like to attend (or provide 

wine or auction items if you cannot attend in 

person) by return e-mail.  

Marketing Opportunity 

We would like two more people to volunteer to serve on our Board.  The time commit-

ment is not onerous, but you will receive lots of e-mail.  Serving on the Board is a great 

way to help us implement our agenda.  If you are willing to become more involved by 

joining the Board, please let us know by return e-mail.  

Board Members Wanted 



Are you in legal compliance to ship wine 

to other states?  If not, would you like to 

be?  If you are, are you sick of all the 

paperwork?  We have been asked to let 

you know that there is a local (Spokane) 

company - Northwest Signature Wines - 

that will handle all of your compliance 

needs.  Northwest Signature wines may 

not have fancy ads like of out-of-state 

compliance services, but their services are 

more complete, their prices are good, and 

they support Washington wineries through 

their website:  www.northwestsignatures.com.   

If you are interested, please contact Nick 

Brumback at ngb@northwestsignatures.com.  

Out-of-State Shipping Compliance 

Family Wineries of  Washington State 

 

RECRUITING 

IF YOU KNOW OF 

LIKE-MINDED 

WASHINGTON 

WINERIES THAT 

SHOULD JOIN OUR 

GROUP, PLEASE LET 

US KNOW OR 

RECRUIT THEM 

YOURSELF.  

MEMBERSHIP 

INFORMATION IS 

ON THE NEW 

WEBSITE.  

�:�H�·�U�H���R�Q���W�K�H���:�H�E����
www.familywineriesofwashingtonstate.com  
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F A M I L Y  W I N E R I E S  O F  WA S H I N G T O N  S T A T E 

In summary:  Send in your dues.  Provide us with input.  Join the Board.  Or just let us 

know that you like what we are doing.  And please know that we are working hard on 

your behalf to make Washington the best state to make, sell, and enjoy wine.  We hope 

to see you on June 3 in Seattle.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Cheers! 

 

Alex, John, Larry, Paul and Phil  

Conclusion  
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